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AND INTERNATIONAL BALLET CHAMPIONSHIPS 2009

by Lynne Chilver

iliss Dance of Great Britain finalists and Oance Master UK competitors

he stiletto shoe discarded in the gutter

I on a greyish Sunday morning reflected

Blackpool’s faded splendour, in stark

contrast to the wonderfully atmospheric

Wintergardens, one of this town’s crown
jewels.

The nation’s florists must have had a bumper
week in the run up to the big event, as scores of
flower arrangements arrived for the dancers,
already busy on stage rehearsing the opening
ceremony in warm up gear and full hair and
make up. Sitting in the empty auditorium
watching the team putting it together gave a
glimpse of the talent we would be privileged to
witness as the day progressed. While the
dancers rehearsed, the organisers and
technicians were busy, the flowers gathered on
the grand piano in the wings and the audience
assembled outside by the coach load, ready to
scream and cheer their support all day.

At 12.30 the stunning opening ceremony
launched the event, the huge venue packed to
the rafters, the atmosphere electric. It had
been put together and rehearsed in such a
short time and was so exciting, full of energy
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and colour, glitz and glamour, the fabulous
costumes, the impact of the boys, so much
want to be there. It promised well for the day
to come.

Louis Colletta, our inimitable compere in
his introduction pronounced all the dancers
champions in their own right. They oozed
confidence and gave their all as they took
possession of the stage, showing emotion,
control, abandon, energy, dynamism, in
choreography with such diversity and
inventiveness that there was plenty to appeal
to everyone. Superb lighting and sound gave
them every assistance and the audience needed
no encouragement to show its appreciation.
So much care, detail, time and money had
been invested in the preparation and
presentation of each and every one of the
dancers. The three very experienced
adjudicators, Lynda Cardwell, Cynthia Carr
and Gerry Zuccarello, now had the unenviable
task of selecting twelve competitors for the
semi finals.

After a short break, the Junior and Senior
Ballet Championships began, adjudicated by

Jean Geddes. The impeccably groomed
dancers went up to the stage spurred on with
kisses and cries of good luck and do your best.
The spotlight was now quite literally on these
dancers, enhancing their classical grace,
elegance and musicality.

All competitors were presented with roses
before the winners Natasha Agarwal (Junior)
and Matthew Koon (Senior)
announced.

Chairman of Tiss Dance oI Great
Briftain, Judith Silvester, introduced last
year’s [lliss Dance and (ance Masier UK
and we heard about their plans before the semi
finals got underway, giving a second chance to

were

see the twelve selected dancers. How would
they perform this time for their audience and
adjudicators, joined now by Miss Geddes and
Simon Green?

Next, with the audience in a fever of
anticipation and the atmosphere really
charged, Oance Master UK got underway. The
boys appealed as only boys can with passion,
bravado, style and athleticism. It was pure
entertainment and what everyone had been
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Junior Ballet Champion Natasha Agarwal with
adjudicator, Jean Geddes

waiting for since seeing them in the opening
ceremony.

As the Tliss Dance of Great Britain
finalists were announced the crowd went
beyond wild and the lucky six had their chance
to dance one more time.

While the adjudicators made their final
assessments and the marks were collated, we
were treated to an outstanding cabaret from
Alejandro  Hernandez and Kerri Anne
Donaldson who will represent the UK at the
World Championships in Slovenia later this
year.

Now as we built to the results it was time for
the thanks. Miss Silvester paid tribute to her
team of 50 unsung heroes and heroines whose
tireless efforts behind the scenes had produced
such a magnificent day, wonderfully brought
together by Louis Colletta. IDTA president,
Colin Donaldson congratulated and thanked
the organising committee under the
chairmanship of Miss Silvester for producing
such a slick and wonderful event. He extended
his congratulations to all the competitors and

Senior Ballet Championship runner-up Samantha
Carson with adjudicator, Jean Geddes

-

Junior Ballet Championship runner-up
Olivia Roach with adjudicator, Jean Geddes

in a poignant moment identified with the
parental pride and support shown to all the
young dancers we had seen. He had shared the
pleasure of watching his own daughter Kerri
Ann. Well deserved appreciation went to Alan
Frayne and his team for managing the superb
lighting and sound which had shown every
dancer to fullest advantage.

The excitement was palpable as Miss
Silvester thanked the panel of adjudicators
who were invited to present the awards. She
explained John Dilworth’s role in the
inception of this event and the bursary given
in his honour was presented to Danielle
Alexander.

Ros Wick’s dedication to dance lives on
through the bursary given in her name for
vocal potential which her daughter Eleanor
awarded to Julia Grinnell.

The winner of Oance Masier UK Billy
George, was announced to a thunderous
response from the audience and to a fanfare,
Sophie Turner was pronounced [I¥iss
Dance of Great Britain 2009.

L to R clockwise: Junior Ballet runner-up,
Olivia Roach, Junior Ballet Champion,
Natasha Agarwal adjudicator, Jean Geddes,
Senior Ballet Champion Mathew Koon,
Senior Ballet runner-up Samantha Carson

Senior Ballet Champion Mathew Koon with
adjudicator, Jean Geddes

In a world of razzle dazzle, rhinestones,
feathers, false eyelashes and fake tan there was
nothing phoney about the talent seen on this
day. It was a day with something for everyone,
a day of commitment to dance and
professionalism, a day where the fact that all
were champions was emphasised again and
again. A day championed by IDTA.

A wonderful time was had by all. Roll on
next June when we can see it all again.

I wish to thank the organiser of the
filiss Dance of Great Britain
competition. My daughter, Bianca,
had a thoroughly enjoyable day. We
were thrilled she got into the final
and would say a huge thanks for the
prize money and beautiful flowers.

It’s a brilliant day out; we have
been going now for quite a few
years.

Thank you once again.

Arsne and Bianca Moorly

Lancaster

2008 Daace Master UK Danny Rowe and
2008 Tiliss Dance of Great Britain, Kirby Campbell
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John Dilworth Award winner, Danielle Alexander with
adjudicator, Lynda Cardwell

-
Ros Wicks’ daughter, Eleanor Claire presents the

Rosalyn Wicks Bursary Award to Rosalyn Wicks Bursary award winner Dance Master UK 2009 Billy George with
Anna Julia Grinnell Anna Julia Grinnell adjudicator, Gerry Zuccarello

Dance Master UK 2nd place, John Stevenson with Daace Master UK 3rd place, Will Botting with iss Dance of Great Britain 2009 Sophie Turner
adjudicator Gerry Zuccarello adjudicator Simon Green with president, Colin Donaldson
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Miss Dance of Great Britain 2nd place,
L to R: Dance Master UK 3rd place, Will Botting, Oance Master UK 200 Billy George, Stephanie Thompson with adjudicator,
Dance Master UK 2nd place, John Stevenson Lynda Cardwell

e
liss Dance of Great Britain 3rd place, Amy
Bryson Smith with adjudicator, Cynthia Carr
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. Ll Ros Wicks Bursary Award winner
John Dilworth Award winner, Danielle Alexander John Dilworth Award winner, Danielle Alexander Anna Julia Grinnell

Demonstrators Alejandro Hernandez and L to R: Alejandro Hernandez, Kerri Anne Donaldson, Tifiss Dance ol Great Britain organiser
Kerri Anne Donaldson Judith Silvester, president, Colin Donaldson, Jacqui Donaldson

ss Dance of Great Britain 2009 Sophie Turner in action Dance Master UK 2009, Billy George in action
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